
Piloting REDD+ in the
Wonegizi Proposed 

Protected Area: 
Community Benefits

REDD+ DIALOGUE
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GLOBAL & LOCAL IMPORTANCE

• Located within the Upper Guinean 
Rainforest  – one of  the 200 most 
important ecoregions in  the world 
(Global  200)

• HCVF and HCS Forest  - s igni f icant 
carbon s ink (195 tons /ha -2013 report)

• Impor tant  B i rd  Area ( IBA)  & Key 
Biodivers i ty Area (KBA)

• Cont iguous wi th  the Mass i f  du Z iama 
Biosphere Reserve (GN016)  in  Guinea 
– a UNESCO Man and Biosphere 
Reserve
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RESOURCES

• Cr i t ica l ,  renewable resource for  loca l  
communi t ies  which depend upon i t

• Serves  as  watershed fo r  major  r i vers  ( Lo fa ,  
St .  Pau l  e tc . )

• Va luab le  fo res t  p roducts  such as  med ic ina l  
p lants ,  NTFPs,  fue l  wood fo r  cook ing

• Cr i t i ca l  fo r  the  cu l tu ra l  ident i ty  o f  
communi t ies

• Severa l  sacred fo res ts  p reserved fo r  
var ious  cu l tu ra l  reasons

• 17  commun i t i es ;  approx imate  popu la t ion  o f  
10 ,000+  depend  on  the  fo res t
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RESOURCES

• Many animals and plants found 
in the area are rare, under 
threat and some endemic

• Important corridor for wildlife 
between Guinea and Liberia 
(extending to Wologizi and 
Foya)

• Hosts threatened fauna and 
flora species - Chimpanzee, 
Pygmy hippo, Forest elephant, 
Picathartes, Entandrophragma
species, etc.)
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Potential tourist destination
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THREATS

• The cur rent  method of  farming – shi f t ing 
cul t ivat ion is  fas t  deplet ing the forest

• Unstainable NTFP col lec t ion and hunt ing 
poses ser ious threat  to  b iod ivers i ty 
conservat ion and susta inable l ive l ihood

• L imi ted capac i ty o f  forest  communi ty 
dwel lers  poses ser ious chal lenge to  
effect ive forest  management

• To date,  Wonegiz i  PPA remains legal ly 
unprotected f rom threats  

• Prone to  f i re  dur ing the dry season,  
espec ia l ly in  grass lands and degraded 
areas



THE WONEGIZI REDD+ PILOT

• FFI in Wonegizi  since 2013

• 5-year project (2016-2020)

• Funded by the Norwegian 
Agency for Development 
Cooperation (NORAD)

Objectives:

1. Wonegizi  set to provide f inancial 
and environmental benef i ts (carbon 
credits,  ecotourism, support  to 
c l imate change mit igat ion, etc.)

2.  Farmers income and food securi ty 
improved through support  to 

sustainable farming pract ices 
( t raining, tools and improved seeds)

3. Cri t ical ecosystem with species of  
conservation value protected.

4. Nat ional Government supported to 
meet i ts conservat ion object ive (30% 
of forest area under protect ion) 



THE WONEGIZI REDD+ PILOT

• FFI in Wonegizi  since 2013

• 5-year project (2016-2020)

• Funded by the Norwegian 
Agency for Development 
Cooperation (NORAD)

Some key achievements:

1. 38 Farmer Field Schools 
establ ished across 13 communit ies 
between 2017 & 2020

2. Community consent obtained for 
gazettement of  the Wonegizi 
Proposed Protected Area (PPA)

3. Biomonitor ing Programme 
establ ished and communit ies 
support ing data col lect ion

4. Other l ivel ihood support  – Vi l lage 
Savings and Loan Associat ions, 
Communal (mult ipl icat ion) farms 
establ ished

5. Boundary l ine f lagged and law 
enforcement in place

6. Regional and Nat ional level  
consultat ions completed for 
gazettement of  Wonegizi PPA



Some benefits of the 
REDD+ project to 
local communities

C
R

E
D

IT
/: F

F
I



C
R

E
D

IT
::D

A
N

N
Y

 S
L
A

H
/F

F
I

BENEFITS TO COMMUNITIES –
AGRICULTURE / LIVELIHOOD

• 38 Farmer Fie ld schools (FFS) -
642 farmers tra ined (M-270; F-372)

• Improved agr icul tural  pract ices -
Conservation Agr icul ture to 
improve the l ivel ihood of people & 
prevent forest loss

• Provided inputs and machinery 
(cassava processing machine, 
peanut butter machine, r ice 
thresher, water pump and 
motor ised f i l ing machine etc.)  

• Support  in establ ishment of  
communal farms-500+ benef ic iar ies
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BENEFITS TO COMMUNITIES –
AGRICULTURE / LIVELIHOOD

• Vi l lage Saving and Loans 
Associat ion (VSLA)

• 352 benef iciar ies - Male 105 
(30%), female 247 (70%)

• 13 VSLAs establ ished in 13 of the 
project communit ies

• Provided savings metal  boxes, 
ledgers, notar ized const i tut ion & 
start -up fund of USD 300.00 per 
VSLA etc.
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BENEFITS TO COMMUNITIES –
PA MANAGEMENT

• Governance

• Forest  Moni tor ing Commit tee 
(FMC) suppor ted 

• Wonegiz i  proposed as co-
managed PA

• Biodiversity

• 15 Communi ty  Auxi l iar ies t ra ined 
in  b iomoni tor ing

• Law enforcement

• 24 communi ty  auxi l iar ies t ra ined 
in  law enforcement
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BENEFITS TO COMMUNITIES –
CAPACITY BUILDING

• 1000+ persons trained

• 642 trained via FFS

• 352 received training in VSLA 
methodology and business 
development services

• 39 trained in Biomonitor ing & 
forest patrols

• Study tours /  exchange vis i ts

• Exchange vis i ts between 
Liberian and Guinean farmers

• TOT & ski l ls t ransfer by lead 
farmers
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BENEFITS TO COMMUNITIES –
CONSULTATIONS

• REDD+ Projects have to comply wi th 
cer ta in s tandards (e.g.  CCBS)

• Ser ies of  consul ta t ions –
gazet tement ,  soc io -economic /  Socia l  
Impact  Assessments 

• Enabled communi ty  needs and 
pr ior i t ies to  be ident i f ied and where 
possib le addressed

• Free Pr ior  & Informed Consent  (FPIC)

• Communi t ies were able to  exerc ise 
thei r  r ights
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FUTURE PLANS

• Support  to extension services -
t raining of  agricultural extension 
off icers

• Other l ivel ihood act ivi t ies – cash 
crops (e.g.  cocoa),  animal 
husbandry,  non-t imber forest 
products (NTFPs)

• Expansion of VSLAs

• Strengthening /  establ ishment of  
community governance inst i tut ions 
(FMCs /  CMCs) 

• Operat ional ising the REDD+ Project

• Capacity bui lding for REDD+

• Support  development of  a benef i t -
sharing mechanism



Thanks!
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