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Liberia’s climate is favorable for  farming, it has vast forests 
and an abundance of water, all of which provide a basis for 
increased agricultural development, as well as manufacturing 
and processing of its own produce. Agriculture is a major sector 
of Liberia’s economy, worth 38.8% of GDP, employs 67% of the 
workforce, and provides  valuable export opportunities. 

The country has recalibrated its economic policy to one 
of Economic Diversifi cation and Inclusive Growth through 
Agriculture, Agro-Processing and Manufacturing. The new 
economic policy, “Liberia Agricultural Transformation Agenda 
(LATA),” adapts an export-driven approach and focuses on six 
agro-clusters, or sectors, moving away from raw commodities to 
manufacturing and processing of priority value chains — cocoa, 
rubber, oil palm, fi sheries & aquaculture, rice and cassava.

The following map identifi es where each of the six value chains 
are presently operating within Liberia. 

“Agriculture is 
a major sector 
of Liberia’s 
economy, worth 
38.8% of 
GDP, employs 
67% of the 
workforce, 
and provides  
valuable export 
opportunities.”
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Invest in Liberia  
Agriculture 

The table below shows the value chain approach and 
what products can be manufactured from the identifi ed 
products. 



The cocoa production in Cote D’Ivoire, Ghana, and Nigeria is 
saturated, with limited scope for expansion and many competitors. 
This makes Liberia the next growth market for the production 
of cocoa. Liberia’s cocoa sector is unstructured with some 90% 
of cocoa being bought by informal traders and exported at fair 
average quality. In addition, due to limited investment, Liberian 
cocoa yields around 200 kg per hectare, about 30% of that 
obtained in neighboring countries and 20% of its potential.  
 
With a climate perfect for growing cocoa, abundant rainfall and 
land, and a new highway linking the cocoa belt (which runs from 
Grand Gedeh through Nimba, Lofa and Bong counties all the way 
to Grand Cape Mount) to the port of Monrovia, Liberia provides 
excellent opportunities for growth, giving investors in cocoa input 
provision, production, aggregation and exporting scope to make 
significant profits.

There is a large market opportunity, and it is competitive to process cocoa in Liberia

Invest in Cocoa 
in Liberia



Working with farmers
There are 30,000 smallholder farmers growing cocoa. 
Most are located in Lofa, Nimba and Bong.

There are 36 cocoa cooperatives registered with the 
Cooperatives Development Authority. NIC and CDA are 
on hand to provide further information and to guide 
you to the best-run ones, such as Kwakersieh and 
Kwalowakiah in Nimba.

There are a number of development partner programs 
that are providing extension support and building farmer 
and cooperative capacity through numerous farmer 
fi eld schools. The main programs are LIFE III (USAID 
via ACDI/VOCA), Smallholder Tree Crop Revitalization 
Project in Nimba (World Bank via Canadian Cooperative 
experts SOCODEVI) and the IFAD-funded Smallholder 
Tree Crop Revitalization Project in Lofa.

Sources for main inputs
There are two farm input suppliers in Liberia (Wienco 
and Green Farm) leaving space for more.

Most smallholder cocoa farmers do not use agro inputs 
except for polythene bags and spades.

For those seeking to invest in an anchor farm, land is 
accessible either by purchasing private estates — the 
Ministry of Foreign Aff airs has titles on most rural 
estates — or by securing access to community land 
through a community-engagement process led by the 
Land Commission. Plots of less than 10,000 hectares 
are easily accessible through the due process. NIC can 
facilitate this process.

Agriculture 



Accessing electricity

High quality cocoa agriculture and its adequate post-
harvest handling does not require electricity.

Access to electricity in the cocoa belt is available from 
the cross-country electrifi cation program, under which 
electricity is purchased from Cote D’Ivoire.

Liberia will re-instate reliable on-grid electricity by 2017 
and bring the cost down to 25 US$ cents per kilo watt 
hour through the rehabilitation of the Mount Coff ee power 
station and the construction of Heavy Fuel Oil generation 
capacity.

Three mini-hydro plants in Lofa and Bong counties and a 
biomass plant in Lofa are also planned.

Getting your inputs in and your outputs out

Liberia has completed the pavement of the main highway 
from Liberia to Ganta up to the Guinean border, thus 
linking the main horticulture areas in Lofa, Bong and 
Nimba to the Freeport of Monrovia, the Port of Bassa, and 
the Monrovia- Bomi Highway that links to the border of 
Sierra Leone. Travel time from Ganta to Monrovia is about   
3 hours. 
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Liberia has been in the natural rubber business since 1890. 
Liberia produced 63,000 tons of natural rubber in 2013. Most of 
Liberia’s natural rubber (55%) is produced by smallholders and 
medium size farm holders. The other 45 per cent is produced by 
concessions and used to supply Technically Specifi ed Rubber for 
tire production. 

There is scope for the expansion of Liberia’s capacity for natural 
rubber production to 325,000 tons as access to land is not a 
constraint and there is a large unexploited West African market 
for dry rubber products made from the compounding of ribbed 
smoked sheets and rubber crepe, including door mats, boots, 
bushels and gloves. With excess rubber, land and a cheap cost 
of production, Liberia is the optimal country to manufacture dry 
rubber in West Africa.

Invest in Dry Rubber 
Manufacturing in Liberia



Where to source your RSS rubber for processing 

Liberia has been in the natural rubber business since 1890. 
Liberia produced 63,000 tons of natural rubber in 2013. Most of 
Liberia’s natural rubber (55%) is produced by smallholders and 
medium size farm holders. The other 45 per cent is produced by 
concessions and used to supply Technically Specifi ed Rubber for 
tire production. 

There is scope for the expansion of Liberia’s capacity for natural 
rubber production to 325,000 tons as access to land is not a 
constraint and there is a large unexploited West African market 
for dry rubber products made from the compounding of ribbed 
smoked sheets and rubber crepe, including door mats, boots, 
bushels and gloves. With excess rubber, land and a cheap cost 
of production, Liberia is the optimal country to manufacture dry 
rubber in West Africa.

“Liberia 
produced 
63,000 tons of 
natural rubber 
in 2013. Most 
of Liberia’s 
natural rubber 
(55%) is 
produced by 
smallholders 
and medium 
size farm 
holders. The 
other 45 
per cent is 
produced by 
concessions...”
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Where to source your rubber for RSS processing

Fifteen clusters across the country are being established to help 
link RSS processors to farmers.

Most of Liberia’s natural rubber (55%) is produced by smallholders 
and medium size farm holders.

There are some 500 non-concession rubber farms in Liberia 
ranging from a few across to 10,000 acres in size.

Less than half (45%) is produced by seven active large 
concessions. These are: Firestone (which produces Technically 
Specifi ed Rubber for tire production), Liberia Agricultural 
Company, Cavalla Rubber and Salala Rubber. Sime Darby Oil Palm 
(formerly Guthrie) also produces some rubber.

Accessing electricity

Ribbed Smoked Sheet processing requires very little electricity, 
unlike technically specifi ed rubber.

Liberia will re-instate reliable on-grid electricity by 2017 and 
bring the cost down to 25 US$ cents per kilo watt hour through 
the rehabilitation of the Mount Coff ee power station and the 
construction of Heavy Fuel Oil generation capacity.

Three mini-hydro plants in Lofa and Bong counties and a biomass 
plant in Lofa are also planned.

Getting your inputs in and your outputs out

Liberia has completed the pavement of the main highway from 
Liberia to Ganta up to the Guinean border, thus linking the main 
horticulture areas in Lofa, Bong and Nimba to the Freeport of 
Monrovia, the Port of Bassa,  and the Monrovia- Bomi Highway 
that links to  the border of  Sierra Leone. Travel time from Ganta to 
Monrovia is about   3 hours. 

Liberia has major sea ports in Monrovia, Buchanan, Greenville 
and Harper that can be used for the import of inputs and export of 
processed rubber.

The Government is improving the e�  ciency of trade 
logistics systems and services through:

A planned central facility at the Freeport of Monrovia, the 
country’s main port to provide a single location for the 
clearance of cargo; 

A preliminary risk-based inspections regime to reduce 
physical inspections

ASYCUDA World, an automated customs clearance/data 
system.

It only takes 15 days to complete export procedures, 
compared to 30 days on average in Sub-Saharan Africa. It 
only costs US$1,300 per container, compared to US$2,200 
in Sub-Saharan Africa.

Equipment and machinery, specialized vehicles, raw 
materials, capital spare parts, and other specialized 
capital goods to be used in the project are exempted from 
import duty up to 100 percent of their dutiable value and 
from goods and services tax (GST). 

Invest in Ribbed Smoked 
Sheet Processing in 
Liberia

“There are 
some 500 non-
concession rubber 
farms in Liberia 
ranging from a few 
across to 10,000 
acres in size.”



It is cheap and easy to set up a business in Liberia

The cost of registering a business in Liberia is US$900. 
The process takes 48 hours. Please visit www.lrb.gov.lr.  
The NIC is ready to assist you through all processes.

Supportive tax regime 

Liberia’s income tax rate is 25% on profi ts or 2% of 
turnover. This is competitive by global standards. 

There are no capital controls, so any capital brought in to 
Liberia can easily be expatriated.

If capital investment of US$1 million is made, or, in 
the case of a Liberian owned company US$300,000, a 
30% incentive deduction is allowed on up to 100% of 
the qualifying cost of equipment and machinery. Such 
investors can also obtain a tax deduction of 10% off  
the cost of building and fi xtures used in manufacturing 
fi nished products with 60% local raw material.

Investors in rubber cultivation and processing qualify.

Investments exceeding $10 million are automatically 
incentivized.

Investments in economically deprived zones or those 
generating more than 100 direct jobs can qualify for 
additional incentives of up to 12.5% and a further 10% 
respectively.
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Invest in 
Oil Palm 
Processing 
in Liberia
Oil palm is native to Liberia and grows abundantly 
across the country.   Half of Liberia’s oil palm is 
produced by 30,000  small farmers, . The other half 
is produced in some 70,000 hectares of oil palm 
plantations that began  in the 1970s. In 2013 Liberia 
produced 176,000 tons of palm fruit and 49,000 tons 
of crude palm oil. In addition, Liberia has secured the 
investment of four large international fi rms which were   
concessioned to develop an additional 870,000 hectares 
of oil palm. This makes Liberia the perfect place to 
invest in the processing of crude palm oil into refi ned 
oil for cooking, soaps and cosmetics, food processing, 
mulch, fertilizer, animal feed and bio-fuel. As a member 
of ECOWAS, Liberia provides the optimal location to 
supply oil palm products to West African countries, 
where demand is burgeoning — in addition to Liberia, 
countries like Guinea, Mali, Senegal and Burkina Faso 
all register a shortage of oil palm products.



There is a large market opportunity

Liberia’s oil palm market was at least $91.5 million in 
2014 and has an average annual growth of 5.9% per 
year in real terms since 2004. Liberia ranks second in 
the consumption of crude palm oil and crude kernel oil 
per person per year in the region, consuming 11 kg per 
person per year. Only Cote d’Ivoire has a higher rate, 
while consumption levels per person are lower in Nigeria 
and Ghana.

The ECOWAS market provides a large and growing 
market for oil palm products. ECOWAS consumed 2.4 
million tons of crude oil palm in 2014 and an additional 1 
million tons of refi ned oil palm.

The ECOWAS market for cooking oils and fats is 
expanding rapidly. Imports increased from $351.4m 
in 2004 to a record $1.4 billion in 2014, equating to a 
growth rate of 15% per year. 

The market for soap products is also large and growing. 
ECOWAS imported $544 million worth of soaps in 2014, 
while Liberia accounted for $8.3 million and registered 
an average annual growth rate of 12.4% over the past 10 
years.                                                                                                                        

It is competitive to grow and process oil palm in 
Liberia
The price of crude oil palm is $700 per ton. Refi ned oil 
palm is worth $1,100 per ton, and it costs $250/ton to 
refi ne oil palm in Liberia. When refi ned one obtains two 
products with high market value: olean and stearin. The 
retail price of packaged oil palm cooking oil is $1,600 
per ton. 

The minimum wage for skilled labor is only US$5/day, 
while for unskilled labor it’s US$4/day. By comparison 
the cost of unskilled labor in Ghana is US$7/day.

The Liberian climate provides the hot and tropical 
conditions under which the palm tree fl ourishes.

Where to grow and source your oil palm for value 
addition and processing
Golden Veroleum has a concession for 350,000 hectares 
in Sinoe, Grand Kru and River Gee, while Sime Darby has 
a concession for 220,000 hectares in Bomi and Grand 
Cape Mount. Equatorial Oil Palm  has a concession of 
169,000 hectares in Grand Bassa and Maryland Oil Palm 
has 9,000.

Hectares in Maryland. GVL and Sime Darby have both 
planted 10,000 hectares each as of mid-2015 and 
are developing their fi rst mills. These plantations are 
growing the Tenera variety.

The concessions are obligated to develop 125,000 
hectares of out grower and community oil palm.

Natural oil palm (dura) grows abundantly across the 
country, while there are many smallholder plantations 
along the rubber belt (the highway from Monrovia to 
Ganta) and in Lofa, Grand Bassa, Bomi, Nimba, Grand 
Gedeh and Grand Bassa.

High quality hybrid seedlings are available in 
smallholder areas, mainly through nurseries established 
by the ACDI/VOCA SHOPS project (JBariyanga@
acdivoca.onmicrosoft.com). Many seedlings are sourced 
from the main research station in Cote d’Ivoire or from 
Ghana.

Liberia is completing the paving of the country’s main 
highway from Liberia to Ganta on the Guinean border, 
thus linking many oil palm growing areas to Monrovia, 
the sea ports and to Guinea, Senegal and Mali. Travel 
time from Ganta to Monrovia will soon be 3 hours.

Getting your inputs in and your outputs out
Liberia also has major sea ports in Buchanan, 
Greenville, and Harper that can be used for the import 
of inputs and export of oil palm.



Liberia’s coastline and continental shelf off ers 20,000 sq 
km of fi shing ground. Only around 8,000 tons of marine 
fi sh is currently produced per year. Yet Liberia consumes 
23,800 tons, meaning there is a large potential to 
increase production. The Government is investing in fi sh 
landing, storage and processing infrastructure and is 
streamlining investment regulations in the sector. With 
the impending completion of large energy infrastructure 
projects, it will be soon cheaper to process fi sh in Liberia 
than in Nigeria, Senegal or Cote D’Ivoire. In addition, 
with the completion of major road projects, such as the 
road from Monrovia to Nimba on the Guinean border, 
there is the potential to supply fi sh to the water-scarce 
areas of West Africa, such as eastern Guinea.

There is potential for three types of investors

There is a market potential for three types of investors in 
marine fi sheries in Liberia:

Take on management contracts for:

Fish landing facilities currently being constructed by 
the government in Robertsport (completion by end of 
2016)

Mesurado Fishing Pier at the Freeport of Monrovia, 
which is being rehabilitated (completion of Phase I by 
early 2017) 

Processing of shallow and mid-water fi sh for the local 
and regional market

There is a large market opportunity

Agriculture 

Invest in 
Marine Fisheries 
in Liberia



There is a large unsaturated demand for fish in dry parts 
of the Sahel. These can be accessed through Liberia’s 
connection to Guinea.

Fish products produced in Liberia have unrestricted 
duty-free access to all ECOWAS countries.

There are niche market opportunities in high-value fish 
such as fair trade tuna, barracuda and cassava fish for 
which AGOA (US) and Everything But Arms (EU) provide 
easy market access.

Liberia’s labor costs are low

Liberia has the lowest labor rates (half the cost of labor 
in Nigeria and 30% the cost of labor in Cote d’Ivoire) and 
low fuel costs (diesel costs $0.96 per liter) which more 
than compensate higher electricity costs.

The cost of unskilled labor in Liberia is only $5.00 per 
day.

Where to source your fish for processing

There are 37,000 Liberians engaged in artisanal fishing 
and 114 fishing communities, together with 12 marine 
fish cooperatives registered and supported by the 
Cooperatives Development Authority. Average fish 
cooperative income is US$66,700 per year.

The Government of Liberia is currently investing in fish 
landing and cold storage infrastructure and facilities 
to be operated by the private sector in Robertsport and 
Monrovia. It will thereafter develop similar infrastructure 
in other fishing hubs along the coast.

Accessing electricity 

Liberian electricity supply is set to increase significantly 
over the next year. Once Liberia completes rehabilitation 
of the Mount Coffee hydro power station and 
construction of additional Heavy Fuel Oil electricity 
supply, it will have competitive operating costs for fish 
processing, compared with Nigeria, Senegal and Cote 
d’Ivoire.



Rice is Liberia’s staple food, meaning a guaranteed 
market for investors in high quality and high yielding rice 
farming and processing. Liberia consumes 570,000 tons 
of rice every year with the average Liberian consuming 
120 kg per year, compared to 96 kg per year in Senegal, 
and only 53 kg per year in Ghana and 33kg in Nigeria. 
However, there is scope for further market growth 
as the average Sierra Leonean consumes double the 
average Liberian. Liberia has signifi cant scope to double 
yields and triple the amount of land that is harvested 
— currently 230,000 hectares is harvested but this can 
increase to at least 600,000 hectares, which is Liberia’s 
potential for irrigation, particularly if combined with the 
farming of fi sh and horticulture.

Liberia thus provides a large and growing market 
opportunity for investors in the rice value chain, 
particularly input provision, production and processing. 
Notably, there is a large market opportunity for investors 
in the Nerica variety planted in irrigated or non-
irrigated swamplands. There is also a large business 
opportunity in the supply of farm inputs and technology, 
hulling and milling, transportation and processing into 
high quality rice or products such as cereal bars, rice 
crackers and rice starch. Rice bran is extensively used 
as fi sh feed in Liberia and can also be processed by the 
pharmaceutical industry.

Agriculture 

Invest in 
Rice in Liberia

“Liberia consumes 
570,000 tons of 
rice every year 
with the average 
Liberian consuming 
120 kg per year, 
compared to 96 kg 
per year in Senegal, 
and only 53 kg per 
year in Ghana and 
33kg in Nigeria. ”



There is a large market opportunity 

Liberia consumes 570,000 metric tons of rice every year. 
Of this 60% is imported leaving large scope for investors 
in e�  cient, high yield farming and irrigation to capture 
market share.

Rice consumption in Liberia has grown by 14.1% per year 
on average since the end of the war. 

Policy orientation to expand lowland rice areas from 10% 
to 22% in the next 5 years and achieve self-su�  ciency of 
about 60% in 2017.

Imports of the major countries in ECOWAS totaled 5.7 
million tons of rice in 2013 alone.  This has increased 
from 3.3 million in 2003, representing average annual 
growth of 5.7%.

Sierra Leone, Guinea and Ivory Coast – Liberia’s three 
direct neighbors – imported a total of 1.4 million tons of 
rice in 2013 and their rice consumption is growing at the 
rate of 7.2% per year. 

In 2015, Guinea’s imports of rice amounted to USD 
287m, Côte d’Ivoire’s USD 343m and Sierra Leone’s USD 
84m

It is competitive to grow and process rice in Liberia 

The international price for rice in May 2015 stood at 
$382 per metric tons. 

The cost of production of swampland Nerica rice 
(farming and processing of the paddy) is $308 per metric 
tons, equating to a profi t of 19%.

Swampland Nerica rice has a yield of 2.8 metric tons per 
hectare in Liberia.
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Liberia currently only uses 3% of its natural internal 
renewable water resources to supply its rice agriculture, 
meaning that water is available in abundance. 
 
Given that a lot of milling in Liberia is done through 
traditional ways, the market for hulling is very profitable 
at $49 per metric tons. 
 
Various development partners are engaged in the value 
chain (supporting improved research and access to 
seed, among other areas) and are seeking to provide 
support to private investors.  
 
The minimum wage for skilled labor is only US$5/day, 
while that for unskilled labor is $4/day. By comparison 
the cost of unskilled labor in Ghana is US$7 per day. 
 
Sources for main inputs 

The Central Agriculture Research Institute in Gbarnga, 
Bong County has a large rice research program and 
can provide improve variety seeds, including Nerica. 
Africa rice provides breeder seeds that are transformed 
into foundation seeds. These are available through a 
revolving fund. 
 
There are two fertilizer and insecticide suppliers 
operating in Liberia (Wienco and Green farms) leaving 
scope for more input providers.  
 
Many small holder rice farmers do not use agro inputs, 
meaning there is a big market for input providers 
and investors in high-yielding farms. Smallholder rice 
farmers lose some 40% of their produce due to easily 
controllable diseases and birds.  
 
Small-scale rice milling facilities, including mobile 
hullers, are available in country from suppliers such as 
Moonlight in Gbarnga and Songhai Farm in Bensonville. 
 
Financing is available from institutions such as the West 
Africa Venture Fund and Afriland Bank. 
 
For those seeking to invest in an anchor farm, land is 
accessible either by purchasing private estates — the 
ministry of Land Mines and Energy has a land bank and 
registry — or by securing access to community land 
through the Land commission. NIC is available to help 
with this process.
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According to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), 
cassava is the third most important source of calories in the 
tropics, after rice and corn. In Liberia, Cassava is the second most 
important food crop. It is grown throughout the country, although 
the area covered may vary considerably for diff erent counties. 
Liberia provides a strong basis for investors in cassava value 
addition such as gari, cassava fl our, high quality cassava starches 
and adhesives. 

Under its Liberia Agricultural Transformation Agenda (LATA), 
Liberia has identifi ed agro processing zone across the country 
to promote easy access of the farm product to market along the 
valued chain, linking to national highway that links the primary 
cassava growing areas to local, regional and global markets. The 
intrinsic characteristics of cassava that make it interesting as a 
commodity and as a major economic driver can be expressed as 
follows: it has greater clarity and viscosity than other comparable 
starches; it remains very stable in acidic food products and; it has 
excellent properties for use in animal feed, non-food products, 
such as pharmaceuticals and others.

In addition to contributing to food security, the promotion of 
Liberia’s cassava sector can lead to a signifi cant boost in the 
following areas: agro-food industry (cassava fl our, chips, etc), 
non-food industry (glue, starch, etc.), poultry & livestock industries 
(chicken feed, pig feed, etc). It can also contribute signifi cantly to 
the empowerment of women and youth, who make up the majority 
of small holder producers and carry out over 80 percent of trading 
activities in the rural areas.

There is a large market opportunity

Globally, over 7 billion metric tons of cassava based 
products are traded per year internationally for an 
estimated value of over 1 billion US dollars. More than 
500 million farmers, countless processors and traders 
around the world live on the cassava industry. Additionally, 
Cassava can be processed into an array of over 150 
products within the following categories: animal feed, 
starch, noodles, fl our, sweeteners, organic acids and 
ethanol.

In addition, cassava leaves are an important vegetable, 
although harvesting of leaves adversely aff ects tuber 
yield (this eff ect is reduced during the raining season). 
Crop area is around 0. 5 ha and yields are estimated to be 
between 6 to 10mt/ha on upland farms. Cassava is grown 
on fl at land and is usually intercropped with maize and 
sometimes sweet potatoes and peppers.

Over 80 million tons of cassava is consumed every year in 
ECOWAS. This market is growing by 4% every year. Of this 
Liberia accounted for 520,000 tons.

The average Liberian consumes 121 kg per year — 
meaning that there is scope for the market to expand 
in size by fi ve times: Ghanaians and Sierra Leoneans 
consume 600 kg per year.

Invest in Cassava Inputs 
and Processing in Liberia



The world market for starches is worth $4 billion per year. 
Of this $1.6 billion is cassava starch. The world cassava 
starch market is growing by 15% every year.

The biggest importers of cassava starch are China 
($945m) and Indonesia ($160m). The USA is another big 
market for cassava starch: it imports $53m yearly, and this 
is growing by 20% every year. Chinese imports of cassava 
starch are growing by 19% every year.

Liberia also has preferential access to several lucrative 
markets, including EU (EBA) and the USA (AGOA). Direct 
fl ight access is available to Brussels, Casablanca, Abidjan 
and Nairobi. 

 

It is competitive to provide and process cassava in 
Liberia 

It is competitive to grow and process cassava in Liberia 
do to several advantages: It can be planted all year round, 
the time of harvest is not critical, it can be stored in the 
ground, and land and rain are available in abundance, thus 
allowing for expansion.

There is strong and growing demand in Liberia, ECOWAS 
and beyond for downstream products such as gari, fufu, 
chips, starch, fl our, citric acid, monosodium glutamate, 
high fructose syrup, animal feed, adhesives (for cardboard, 
plywood and veneer binding), dextrin (input for paper and 
packaging industry), dextrose glucose, lactose and sucrose 
– which can be used for jelly caramel and chewing gum. 
Cassava ethanol is used in the production of cosmetics 
and drugs.

The cost of unskilled labor in Liberia is only US$4 per day.

Liberia provides 
a strong basis 
for investors in 
cassava value 
addition such 
as gari, cassava 
fl our, high quality 
cassava starches 
and adhesives. 
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Investment opportunities in Cassava

As per a study done by the National Cassava Sector Coordination 
Committee (NCSCC) of Liberia revealed that:

a)  Fresh cassava:  waxed, root peeled, dried, instant boiled 
and vacuum packed cassava. The development driver priority 
would be to promote food security and food import substitution. 
The destination markets include village markets, city markets, 
supermarkets, millers and processors.

b)  Processed cassava: this segment includes basic processed 
products such as gari, fufu, baby food, cassava bread, snacks, 
biscuits, etc. Targeting this segment will promote increased 
employment, food import substitution and food security in both 
rural and urban areas. Markets identifi ed include village and city 
markets, but also regional and international markets (EU, USA & 
Asia). 

c)  Animal feed: the second most important utilisation of cassava 
worldwide is animal feed. At present about a quarter of the global 
production of cassava is utilized as feed ingredient for pork, 
poultry, cattle and fi sh farming, directly or indirectly through its 
incorporation into compound feeds. Within the EU, the largest 
markets for cassava in terms of feed are the Netherlands, 
Belgium, Spain, Germany and Portugal.

d)  High quality cassava fl our (HQCF): mixed fl our for bakeries 
in Liberia and the sub-region is another market opportunity for 
stakeholders of the sector and for an eff ective substitution of 
imported wheat fl our.

Bio fuel market: viewed from a middle and long term perspective, 
the bio fuel industry could also be a viable market segment. 

Where to grow or source your cassava and for value 
addition and processing

Annual cassava production in Liberia is 520,000 tons, over 
65,000 hectares across the country.

Cassava is grown on fl at land and is usually intercropped 
with maize and sometimes sweet potatoes and peppers. 
In addition to the improvement of local varieties widely 
used by producers, the Central Agricultural Research 
Institute (CARI) has a long-running program that focuses 
on developing high yielding, disease resistant cassava 
varieties. CARICASS I, CARICASS II, and CARICASS III 
are examples of those varieties developed and already 
released and diff used. 

Typical yields are estimated to be between 6 and 10 mt/ha 
on upland farms.

Inputs suppliers import crop seeds, agro-chemicals and 
equipment for domestic sales to farmers in Monrovia and 
urban centers throughout the country. 

Only 17% of input dealers sell cassava planting materials 
while fertilizer use by farmers is limited, giving a large 
market for expansion in input providers. 

The counties with land most suitable for cassava 
production are Bong, Lofa, Nimba, Grand Bassa, Bomi, 
Grand Cape Mount, Grand Gedeh, Grand Kru and 
Maryland. Lofa, Bong, Grand Cape Mount and Grand 
Bassa have existing warehouse structures that are 
available for leasing or buying.




